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EXDIS

SUBJ1 CONVERSATION WITH UAR PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT, DECEMBER:
24, 19780

s SAMI SHARAFI"S: OFFICE SENT WORD' THIS: MORNING' THAT PREBIDENT
SADAT WOULD: LIKE!I TO SEE ME! AT NOON: AT THE BARRAGES! REST’ HDUSEm
UPON ARRIVAL! I FOUND HIM IN THE' GARDEN! ANDi WE! SAT THERE! TO="
GETHER ENJOYING EGYPT?®S WONDERFUL! WINTER! SUNG

2. SADAT OPENED HIS REMARKS BY WISHING( ME A MERRY CHRISTMAS  °
AND NnTING HIS OWN' BIRTHDAY WAS: DECEMBERI 25+ WE SAID( HEI HAD

BEEN REEPLY TOUCHED BY THE MESSAGE! FROM PRESTIOENT NIXONI WHICH
1 HAD SENT HIM: THROUGH PRIMIN FAWZI« SADAT SAID LIFEI WAS A

MATTER OF ACTION' AND REACTIONs ANDI PREBIDENT NIXON's: FRIENDLY
ACTION DESERVED A SIMILAR REACTION' FROM HIMeo QUR MEETING WAS:
UNOFFTCIALy HE' CONTINUEDe HE WANTED TOUOPEN HIS' HEART TD' ME: INi

THE HOPE. 1 WOULDI PASS: HIS INNERMOST FEELINGS! ON' TO' PRESIDENT' NIXONe
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3% SAPAT SAID THERE' WERE MANY DIFFERENCES: BETWEEN: USe FIRST, WE
DIFFERED ON A VERY IMPORTANT PDINTe TME: US ATTITUDE WAS: THAT' EGYPT
HAD LDST THE wnn._eayPTI@us-FELW'THEw‘HAo_ONLE'Losw A BATTLEW US
ATTITUDE: HAD MANIFESTED ITSELF! ON' MANY' OCCASIONS» MOBT CLEARLYS
PERHAPSs DURING MEETING BETWEEN (THEN] UNDER! SECRETARY RICHARDSON
AND FAWZI IN SPRING OF 19899 IT SEEMED! THAT THE' AMERICANS: WANTE

THE EQYPTIANS TO ACT AS A DEFEATEDI PEOPLES |

4e ANOTHER PROBLEMs SAID SADAT? WAS: INDICATION UBG! BELIEVED EGYPT
WISHED TO PROMOTE CONFRONTATION BETWEEN TWO: SUPERPOWERS! IN: THE]
MIDDLE EASTs THIS VIEW COMPLICATED! US=UAR: RELATIONS, EGYPT WANTED
NOTHING TO DO WITH. THE RIVALRY' BETWEEN! THE! BIG' TWDw EGYPT?S INk:
TERESTS REQUIRED HER TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS: WITHi BOTHs EYGPT
REALIZED THAT A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE US' AND: THE! UBBRI WOULD
BE THE END OF THE WORLDe

§s BUT TWICE DURING MY LIFETIMEs SAID. SADATs. ISRAEL:. HADI INVADED:
EGYPT, "ON OUR BORDERS ARE: THOSE! WHOU HWVE' BUILT' THEIR BEING' ON
FORCING PEACE". ISRAEL'S WHOLE! OUTLOOK! WAS BUILT ON POWERI AND'
FORCE. EGYPT ASKED' ONLY FOR' THE' REMOVAL( OF FDREIGN! OCCUPATION..
1T WAg EGYPT'S RIGHT AND. DUTY THAT IT BEI REMOVEDW HOW COULP! THE:
TWO SUPERPOWERS ARGUETOTHERHTSE?'0NLN=THE?USi!%SINQW‘PREssiNG:
ISRAEL TO WITHDRAWs BUT THIS DID! NOT MEAN! THAT" THE' SOVIETS: GAVE
ORDERS TO EGYPT OR MADE EGYPTIAN POLICYe

6o WHo BROUGHT THE' SOVIETS: TO' THE' MIDDLE! EAST? NASBER OR' MET)
ASKED SADATs HE THEN WENT ON TO RECOUNT EGYPTTIAN VERBION OFi HIGH
DAM STORY, SAYING SOVIETS CAME| AT EGYPTIAN' REQUEST TO COUNTER

AMERIZAN EFFORTS TO "CONTAIN" EGYPT BY' ONE: MEANS: OR ANOTHERe BUT

UAR MADE 1T7S: OWN POLICYes 1T WOULD ACCEPT FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM OTHERI
CAPITALE BUT NO GUARDIANSHIP OR: DICTATION

70 EGYPT WAD NOT ASKED THE SOVIETS TO COME! TO! EGYPT TO HEIGHTEN: .
THE SOVIET CONFRONTATTION WITH THE' UNITED' STATESa. OR TO CHANGE: THE:
BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN THEMe IT _WAS SIMPLER: THANI THATe AFTER|
JUNE 1967 THE EGYPTIAN ARMED FORCEB' HAD ONLY' 83200 RIFLES' LEFTS
LYNDON JOHNSON, RUSK AND GOLDBERG HAD CONTRIBUTED TO( EGYPT'S
PL1GHTs THE SOVIETS WERE THE ONLY' POWER WILLING: TO: SELLI ARMS: TO
THE UARe THEY WERE: RELUCTANT TO: SEND' ADVISERS: BUT NASSER' INSISTED

THAT THEY DO SO
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8¢ DIP EGYPT BRING: THE SOVIETS: TO: THE MEDITERRANEAN? ASKED! SADAT®
THEY WERE' ALREADY THEREe HE' WANTEDI TO BE! FRANKI WITH MEe EGYPF
WAS GIVING AND' WOULD GIVE: THE' SOVIETS FACILITIES' IN THEI MEDITER=:
RANEANe WHY? BECAUSE THE SOVIET UNION HAD STDOD BY' EBYPT DURING
THE BLACK DAYSe THEY MUST BE REPAWIDe BUT' THE! QUESTION OF! THE!
BALANCE: OF: POWER: IN THE: MEDITERRANEAN WAS! NOT EGYPT*S: BUSINESSs
HE DID NOT ASK FOR A SOVIET=uUS: CONFRONTATIONI THERE®W

9.THE US: AND THE! UAR HAD! MANY MisUNDERB¢ANDiNGs OVERI THE! WAY' IN.
WHICH THEY INTERPRETED THINGSe SECRETARY' ROGERS: YESTERDAY' HAD:
SAID THE! ARABS AND' ISRAELIS: MUST" RPT MUST' LERARN: TO! LOVE! TOGETHER'
SENSITIVE EGYPTIANS AUTOMATICALLY" TOOK! TH1IS: AS: DICTATION SPOKEN
FROM gOMEBODY IN A HIGH PLACEW THIS SOUNDED' LTKE! BENI GURIONe.
SADAT DIDN'T LIKE THIS KIND OF! THINGe HE! WAS! A. FREE: MANk .

1@+ SADAT THEN SAID THAT SOME! TIME! LWST SUMMERI ONE! OF! PRESIDENT
NIXON+S: ADVISERS HAD SAID IN CALIFORNIA THAT EGYPT' MUST" NOT COME!
OUT OF THE! JUNE WAR A POWERFULI NATIONe SADAT WANTED: PREBTDENT
NIXON TO: KNOW THAT EGYPT HAD COME OurT OF | THEI JUNE! WAR AND' WAS'
POWERFULS - BUT THE MIRACLE' WAS: THAT AFTER! 3=1/2 YEARSYy EGYPTIANS
WERE: MUCH: MORE! POWERFUL! AND' ALERT» MILOTARILY, THAN EVER! BEFDRE.

I1e THE UAR ECONOMY WAS: DDING' ALL! RIGHTa2. SAIDi SADATs "I# AM
INVESTING 38@ MILLION' PDUNDS THIS: YEARL. ONi TORI OF THAT "In AWM
SPENDINGfBé@ HILLION POUNDS: FOR: NARh

12+ POLITICALLY WE' ARE' STRONG' INTERNALLY) SAID' SADAT. YOU! LIVE!
AMONG: UB» HE CONTINUED. GDiASKITHEIPEDPLE. ASK! THE! REALI PEOPLEW
NOT THE KIND OF EGYPTTAN YOU' MEET" AT THE! cLUBS» I SAID I NEVER]
WENT TO' THE CLUBSe EGYPTIANS ARE! A, SIMPLE: PEOPLEs. WENT ON' SADAT:
BUT THERE' ARE TWO ISSUES WHICHI

MAKE: THEM: WANT TO FIGHT TD: THE! DEATH:

LAND AND DIGNITYe IN AN EGYPTIAN' VILLAGE! BLDODY FEUDS OVER! A
METER OF' LAND SOMETIMES LAST FDR FOFTY' YEARSs EXTERNALLK» LDOKI TO
WHAT WAPPENEDs REVOLUTIONS: IN LIBYA AND: SUDAN, SOMETHING: wHICH!
EGYPTIANS: NEVER DREAMED WOULD HAPPEN, HAPPENED! TO! OFTENI

DEFEAT AT THE HANDS OF THE' ISRAELIS. ARABS- WILLI NOT' DIE:! OR
SURRENDERs THEY WOULD' NOT BE SWAYED BY' THE! FEW: DEFEATISTS: AMONG
THEM
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{3¢ ISRAEL: WOULDI NOT BE SUPERIORI FOREVERL SAID! SADAT: WEi ARE|
GAINING FROM THEM SOVIETS. WE ARE! GETTING' GOOD! AT  ELECTRONIC! WARe-
FAREs WE' RECENTLY HAD TWO:! LARGE=SCALE: SUCCESSFULI MANEUVERS! EMs
PLOYING ELECTRONIC: WARFAREs THE' ISRAELIS: MUST HAVE( MONITORED! THEM!
AND' TDLD! YOU' ABOUT' THEM. -

f4e My CONCLUSION 1S THIS» SAID' SARATe WEI WILLI NEVERI REACH! THEI
DAY WHEN! EGYPT WILL SURRENDER! TO( EA THER: THE! EAST OR! THE! WEST: AT’
TWE: SAME' TIME WE!I ARE' OPENMINDED' ANDI READY' TD: UNDERSTAND! ANDI
DISCUSS: AND TO:i DO WHAT MUST BE|I DONE FOR: PEACEW I AM WILLING, SalID
SADAT, TO GO' ANYPLACE' IN THE: WORLDI IFi IT" WwOULD! SAVE! ONEI EGYPTTAN
CASUALTY> WOUNDED OR: KILLEDs BUT WE WON?T' SURRENDER: OURI LAND/ OR'
OUR DIGNITYes WE SAY THIS AFTER! ALLI THE! UNTTED: STATES! HAS: DONE: TQ
USs» THE UNITED' STATESy. NOT THE! ISRAELISw THMEI ISRAELTIS: AREN'T" ALL
THAT GOODe ASKI DAYAN IF HE' REMEMBERS: THE! "SAD! SATURDAY"' IN! 1956
JUST REFORE: THE CEASEFIRE: WHEN: THEI'EGYPTTAN ARMY' DEALT A. HARD: BLOW
TO ISRAEL] PARATROOPERS, THE CREWM! OF ISRAELIMS: FORCER EBYPT PAID
NO' HEED TO DAYAN'S: BIG MOUTH. BUT EGYPT WAS: READY' TO( DOUALL! IT:
COULD TO! PREVENT ANOTHER OUTBREAK: OFi FIGHTING6. SADAT" ASKED! IF: I
HAD ANY' COMMENT TO: MAKE«

I1Se I SAID 1 WOULDI REPORT FOREGBOINE AS! QUICKLY" AND! AB: ACCURATELY"
AS 1 COULD ANDI THAT 1 WAS: SURE! PREBIDENT NIXON! WOULD! WISH! TO
RESPOND ¢ I SAIDI I WANTED TO MAKE: SOME! PRELIMINARY' COMMENTSs .
FIRST OF! ALL» SADAT NEED NOT WORRY LEBT THWE UNITEDI STATES: DID! NOT"
APPREECIATE EGYPT'S: PASSION! TO! MAINTAINI HER: SOVEREIGNTY' AND! INw

DEPENDENCEe THIS WAS FULLY' UNDERBTOOD IN! WASHINGTONs

6. SECONDLY> 1 SAID I HAD' CAREFULLY READ' A COMPLETE! TRANSCRIPT
OF THE BRIEFING GIVEN! BY AN ADVISERI TO! PRESIDENT NIXDON INi CALIFw
ORNIA LAST SUMMER. I DID' NOT RECALLI ANYTHINGt EVEN! APPROACHING A
STATEMENT THAT WE DID' NOT WANT  EGYPT" TO/ BEi PDWERFULWL TOL THE:
CONTRARY» WE RECOGNIZED THE! KE¥ ROLEI EBYPT PLAYED: IN| THE: ARAB!
WORLD AS SISCO' HAD' TOLD PREBIDENT NASSER! LAST SPRINGe WE: WERE!
FULLY AWARE' OF' EGYPT'S LEADERSHIP POSITIONs

70 1 THEN SAID THAT I WAS: SORRY PRESIDENT SADAT HAD! NEVERI HADI
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET SECRETARY RDGERSs I HAD: THAT MORNING DELIVERED
'FULL TEXT OF SECRETARY'S DECEMBER' 23 PREBS' CONFERENCE: TD' FONOFF
AND IMURBEDEPRES{DENT“REﬁDiIT‘CAREEULLH% SECRETARY' RDGERS: WAS: A
MAN OF PEACE ANDI MEDIATION» HE! WAS: NOT" A/ DACTATORs SADAT QUICKLY

SAID THAT FONMIN' R1AD: HAD' THE! GREATEST RESPECT' ANDI AFFECTION FOR

A|
_
I

S
E
X
D
I

S
E
X
D
|

S
E
X
D
I

S

SECRET
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY




—DECLASSIFIED '-
S
Dfepczrtme_zzt of State .., %;

Date
ot nyfd NARA

SECRET

PAGE 05 STATE!l 209444
SECRETARY ROGERSS

18« FINALLYs2 I SAID 1" WANTED TD?COM”ENW'ONiTHE!US{ANDESDViET
POSITIONS IN THE! AREAs THE' UB HAD NDiINJERESH:IN}THE[&RE&.TH&T'
WOULD NOT BE SERVED BY A JUST AND H%STINGiPEHCEb.ANQ{THES!;NNDLVEW
ISRAEL! WITHDRAWAL's WE AMERICANS WERE NOT  SO' SURE: THAT THE! SOVIET'
INTEREST'HﬁSTNECESSARiLY THE SAME AS: DURB, B8UT" THIS, I ADMITTED,
WAS A GUESTION BRETWEEN US ANDPTHE'gDVIETBtkNDsNEEE;NQW'NEtEESARILN
INVOLVE EGYPTe SADAT LIKED THIS COMMENTS

19+ WE THEN HAD A BRIEF BUT ROUTINE EXCHANBE! ABOUT" SECRETARY"
ROGERs' DECEMBER 9» 19867, SPEECH! AND' RELWTED! DOCUMENTS». AFTER
THAT WE STARTED TO RELAPSE INTO PLEASANTRIES. AS: I BEGAN: TO' TAKE:
MY LEAVEI SADAT SAID THERE!' WAS' ONE FINAL! POINT' HE! WISHED! TO! MAKEs

20« THE UNITED STATES: CONCLUDED® SADAT) . SHOULD! NOT" THINK! HE: WAS:
MAKING PUBLIC STATEMENTS ABDUT EGYPT'S! UNWILLINGNESS: TO( EXTEND
THE' CEASEFIRE SIMPLY FOR PUBLIC' ORI ARAB CONSUMPTION. THEBE!
STATEMENTS WERE THE RESULTS: OF DEEP! STUOY' BY' WIMi PERBONALLKN ¢
EGYPT'S RIGHT TO: REGAIN SINAI WOULD NOT  BE! PUT" INTO' THE! ICEBOX:
OR: BECOME A LONGe TERM: ISSUE! LIKE' THE! COLD WARs THE! EBYPITTANS:
WOULD: NOT LET TWINGS DRAG ON FOR: TWENTY' YEARS: AS: THEI PALESTINTANS:
HAD DONEs HE' WANTED ME| TO' TELLI PREBIDENT NIXON! THAT THIS: yAS
JUST A STATEHENT[DF’FwCTb_WHAT‘NDULD?HKPPEN'WDULDQHKPPENQHHE{
WAS NnT "PRESSURING" THE UNTTED' STATES4H. HE[ WAS: NOT' SO/ STLLY AS:
TO: THINK! HE WAS IN A POSITION TO! BRING' PRESSURE ONI THE' UNITED

STATESe
21+ Ag HE WALKED/ ME' TO MY CAR! HE/ SAID THAT THEI TALKS: IN! MDOSCOW:

WERE GOING WELLs THAT HE WAS: RECEIVING' DAILY' REPDRTS: HE! AGAINI

WISHED ME A MERRY CHRISTMAS: AND: SAID! HE: LDOKEDI FORWARD' TO! OUR
NEXT MEETING.

22+ COMMENT: I THINK DEPARTMENT WILLI AGREEI THAT  THIS! WAS' A
REASONABLY INTERESTING EXPERIENCE+w-I THINK' IT POSSIBLE: THAT WITH
PLENTY OF PATIENCE AND A. DASH: OFI STYLEI AND! FENESSE! WE! CAN: DO
BUSINESS: WITH TMIS GUYs HE' IS SO/ 0BVIQUSLY REACHING OUT' FOR:
SOME EINDfOFiENCOURAGEMENT'FRQMfPRESIDENWﬂNlXDN).ﬁEBPﬂTE!ﬁUEH

OF WHAT HE SAYSe I WILL' BE/ REFLECTING ABOUT THIS' CONVEREATION
OVER MY CHRISTMAS TURKEY AND WILLi HAVE( SOME' RECOMMENDATIONS AS:
TO: HOw WE MIGHT REPLY' BY DECEMBER 28,

BERGUS '
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