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. STERNER AND I SPENT NEARLY TWO HOURS gITH PRLSIDENT ADAT A
BARRAGES TODAY. WE THOUGHT WE WOULD BE PAYTNG BBIEE_ED}
IT DEVELOPED THAT SADAT HAD CAREFULLY PREPARED IN ADVANCE A DET =D
AND VERY SPECIFIC PRESENTATION ON SUEZ CANAL INITIATIVE,

[y .'-_—-_.——.__
2. SADAT SAID HE LOOXZD FORWARD TO SECRETARY'S VISIT. HE WANTZD
TO DISCUSS PRACTICAL MATTZRS WITH THE SECRETARY, HE SAID HE HAD THE
POWER TO COMMIT EGYPT TO AN INTERIM ARRANGEMENT ON THE CANAL AND TO
A COMPREHENSIVE AND LASTING SETTLEMENT. HE WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC THAT
EITHER WOULD EVENTUATE, GIVIN ISRAEL'S INTRANSIGENT ATTITUDE, AT
THIS POINT SADAT SENT FOR RELIEF MAP OF CANAL AND SINAIL,

3. SADAT OPENED HIS PREZSENTATION BY EMPHASIZING THE NEZD FOR SOME
MOVEMENT ON THE GROUND. THIS WOULD CREATZ THE NECESSARY ATMOSPHERE
TO FACILITATZ PROGRESS TOWARDS A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT,

4. SADAT THEN POINTED ON MAP TO THREE PASSES WHICH DOMINATED THE

SUEZ CANAL: JIDDI, MITLA, AND SIDR AL HEITAN, HE NOTZD THAT MITLA
WAS 27 KILOMETERS FROM CANAL AND OTHER TWO PASSES ABOUT 69 KILOI-

METZRS AWAY.

5. SADAT SAID HIS IDEA WAS THAT IF WE COULD CONVINCE ISRAEL TO
COMPLETE THE FIRST PHASE, TO AGREE IN PRINCIPLE, THEN WORK ON THE
CANAL WOULD START AND HE WOULD PROCLAIM A SIX MONTHS' CEASEFIRE,

 HE WOULD RESTORE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE US. THEN ALL PARTIZS

COULD TAKE A FRESH BREATH AND WORK CALMLY WITH JARRING TO REACH A
COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT, IF EFFORTS WITH JARRING DID NOT SUCCEED,
EGYPTIAN FORCES MUST 3£ FREE TO ACT. .
6. SADAT SAID HE MUST INSIST THAT UAR FORCES CROSS THE CANAL BUT.

HE WAS WILLING TO ACCEPT A NO-YAN'S~LAND BETWEEN ISRAELI AND UAR .
FORCES TO BE FILLED BY UM OR FOUR POWER FORCES, HE WANTED SECRETARY
ROGERS TO KNOW WHAT HE (SADAT) COULD AGREE TO AND WHAT HE COULD NOT.

7. SADAT SAID HE READ IN THE PAPERS THAT ISRAELIS WERE THINKING

wr
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MEAN NOTHING IS ISRAEL REALLY INTENDEZED TO MAXZ PEACE, T”TS WAS A
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‘TEST OF ISRAELI INTENTIONS. IF;THE ISRAELIS WITHDREW ONLY TWNENTY

KILOMETZRS THEY WOULD REMAIN IN A POSITION TO THREATEN EGYPTIAN
CITIES AND INTERRUPT NAVIGATION HIN THE CANAL WITHIN AN HOUR. WHO
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFETY OF NAVIGATION IN THE CANAL? ASKED
SADAT RHETORICALLY. I AM, HE SAID. HE WOULD NOT ACCEPT ISRAEL AS
A PARTNER. THAT WAS "DISGUSTING LOGIC,"

8. SADAT SAID HE HAD HEARD USG WAS SUGGESTING WITHDRAWAL OF FORTY
KILOMETERS., THIS WOULD NOT WORK. WHOEVER HELD THE THREE PASSES
COULD REACH THE CANAL IN TWO HOURS.

9. SADAT RECALLED HIS PUBLIC SUGGESTION THAT ISRAELIS WITHDREW

TO A LINE BEHIND EL ARISH, THIS POSITION WAS NEGOTIABLE, HE ASXED
THAT WE TELL PRESIDENT NIXON AND SECRETARY THAT. IN A REAL TEST
FOR PEACE HE WAS WILLING TO DROP EL ARISH, BUT HE MUST HAVE THE
THREE PASSES, THE ENTRY WAYS TO THE SUEZ CANAL MUST BE UNDER HIS
CONTROL. '

12. SADAT THEN DREW A LINE ON HIS MAP RUNNING FROM BIR AL ABD ON

THE MEDITERRANEAN STRAIGHT DOWN TO THE SOUTHERN MOST TIP OF THE
SINAT PENINSULA., HE NOTED THAT THIS LEFT SHARM AL-SHEIKH IN ISRAELI
HANDS PENDING THE WORKING OUT OF INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS. SADAT
SaID EGYPTIAN FORCES WOULD BE PRESENT UP TO THIS LINE. THEN THERE
WOULD BE A THIRTY TO FIFTY KILOMETER NO-MAN'S-LAND BETWEEN EGYPTIAN
AND ISRAEL FORCES. SADAT NOTED THIS WOULD LEAVE ISRAELI FORCES IN

EL ARISH.

11. LESS THAN THIS, SAID SADAT, I CANNOT AGREE TO. HE HAD FULLY
CONSULTED HIS MILITARY BEFORE MAKING THESE PROPOSALS. UAR FORCES
MUST CROSS THE CANAL.

12, SADAT SAID HE WAS SURE ISRAELIS WOULD NOT AGREE TO THIS. BUT

HE wWAS NOT IN A POSITION TO BARGAIN OR COMPROMISE, HE HAD MENTIONED
EL ARISH FOR THE SAKE OF COMPROMISE, BUT THIS POSITION WAS NOT FOR
COMPROMISE. DID WE THINX, HE ASKED, THAT IF UAR AND ISRAEL FORCES
_WERE RE-DEPLOYED ALONG THESE LINES THERE WOULD NEVER BE ANOTHER RE-
SUMPTION OF FIRE? HIS PROPOSAL WOULD END THE WAR AND CREATE NEW
ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH HE EXPECTED ALL PHRTIES TO WORK FOR PEACE. HE
DOUBTED ISRAEL WOULD WORX FOR PEACE. ) :

< § 13. STERNER SAID HE WAS SEARCHING HIS INSTIﬁCTS TO SEE HOW

- ISRAELIS WERE LIKELY TO FEEL ABOUT THIS. ALTHOUGH WE ALL EXPECTED
A PEACE SETTLEMENT, IT WAS CLEAR THAT ISRAELIS WOULD NOT RETURN TO-
A SITUATION SIMILAR TO THAT IN 1567. SUEZ CANAL INITIATIVE PRO-
VIDED OPPORTUNITY TO TEST POSSIBLE INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS, PROBLEM
WHICH HAD TO BE DEALT WITH WAS LACK OF ISRAELI CONFIDENCE IN UAR.
STERNER FELT THAT UAR INSISTENCE THAT ITS FORCES CROSS CANAL WOULD
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POSE A PROBLEM. SADAT REJOINED THAT THAT WAS A PROBLEM FOR HIM,
HIS ARMED FORCES, AND HIS COUNTRY. HE WAS PREPARED TO BE ELASTIC.
BUT HE COULD NOT ACCEPT WHAT HE KNEW THE ARMY AND THE COUNTRY WOULD

NOT ACCEPT,

14, STERNER THEN INQUIRED AS TO WHAT KIND OF MILITARY FORCES MIGHT
CROSS THE CANAL. WAS IT CONCEIVABLE THAT EGYPT'S REQUIREMENTS WOULD
BE FULFILLED IF THESE WERE LOCAL SECURITY FORCES WHO WOULD CARRY
WITH THEM THE EGYPTIAN FLAG AND ALL THE ATTRIBUTES OF SOVEREIGNTY?
SADAT ASKED IF USG COULD GUARANTZE THAT ISRAELI REGULAR FORCES WOULD
NOT ATTACK SUCH EGYPTIAN FORCES., STERNER SAID NO., SADAT SAID LOOK
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AT BOTH SIDES. ASK THE ISRAELIS WHAT THEY WANT GUARANTEED? WOULD
THEY ACCEPT MUTUAL GUARANTEES? COMMENT: BOTH STERNER AND I CAME
AJAY WITH IMPRESSICN THAT SADAT FAIRLY LOOSE AS TO TYPE OF EGYPTIAN
FORCES WHICH WOULD CROSS CANAL.

15, STERNER THEN SAID WE COULD NOT EXPECT ISRAELIS TO ACCEPT SUCH
A DECISIVE LOSS IN THEIR MILITARY POSITION. ISRAEL IS THINK THEY
HAVE TAKEN SOME SIGNIFICANT STEPS., THEY HAVE, UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS,
AGREED TO CONSIDER PARTIAL WITHDRAWAL. THIS WOULD GREATLY LENGTHEN
THEIR DEFENSIVE LINE. UAR HAD TO UNDERSTAND THESE ISRAELI CONSIDER-
ATIONS. SADAT SAID HE WAS OFFERING THEM A PEACE AGREEMENT FOR THE

FIRST TIME IN 22 YEARS. HE WAS READY TO RECOGNIZE THE ISRAELIS IN

THE IR BORDERS. THIS WAS A TEST FOR PEACE. ISRAELIS WANTED EXPANSION,

H. SAID HE HAD BEEN INFORMED THAT GOLDA MEIR HAD RECENTLY TOLD
VISITOR THAT ISRAEL HAD JUST AS MUCH RIGHT TO CHANGE ITS BORDERS AS
USSR HAD AFTER WORLD WAR II. THIS SHOWED ISRAEL®S TRUE INTENTIONS.
NEVER FORGET THIS IS MY LAND, SAID SADAT. MARK THIS! HE ADDED.,

16, STERNER SAID HE SAW CONTRADICTION IN SADAT'S STATEMENTS THAT THI
WOULD BE REALLY END OF WAR AND AT THE SAME TIME INSISTING THAT UAR |
/RMED FORCES WOULD BE FREE TO ACT 1IN SIX MONTHS. SADAT SAID THERE 7
WAS NO SUCH CONTRADICTION. IF HIS INITIATIVE ACCEPTED, PHANTOM . :
OF WAR WOULD VANISH, TO A CERTAIN EXTENT. THIS WAS PROBABLY NOT

TRUE FOR ISRAEL. ISRAELIS STILL HOPED TO ACHIEVE EGYPTIAN SUB- \
MISS1ON, SADAT SAID ACCEPTANCE OF HIS INITIATIVE WOULD PUT HIS

PEOPLE IN THE MOOD FOR NO WAR. BUT IF ISRAEL PERSISTED IN TRYING

T0 EXTORT CONCESSIONS IN FORM OF EGYPTIAN LAND AND DIGNITY, EGYPT
WOULD FACE THE CONSEQUENCES. '

17. BERGUS POINTED TO DIFFICULTIES CREATED BY SIX-MONTH TIME LINIT
ON CEASEFIRE., TECHNICIANS SEEMED AGREED THAT IT WOULD TAKE SIX
MONTHS TO CLEAR CANAL AND PREPARE IT FOR NAVIGATION, UAR WOULD

THEN HAVE JOB OF BUILDING UP CONFIDENCE OF INTERNAT IONAL MARITIME
COMMUNITY THAT CANAL WAS A SAFE PLACE TO TRANSIT THEIR SHIPS. SADAT

INT IMATED THAT IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES HE MIGHT GRANT AN ADDITIONAL
THREF MONTHS CEASEFIRE. RUT HE SATD THAT 1T WAS PRECISELY TO BUILD
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