"As a result of our d.tscussions Wlth the Israelis dunng past wecks we
now have Israel’s agremnent to enter talks in close proximity in a renewed
effort to ‘reach agreement on an interim arrangement for withdrawal of
Israeli forces in Sinai and reopenmg of the Suez Canal. I-am persuaded
the Israehs are now ready to negottate actively and wnthout preoond:tlon
to see whether an mternn agreement is posmble .
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. When we first. broached the idea of talks in proximity wmh you last

October you said you found the proposal appealing. I know Mr. President,

how dlsappomted you are that the past year has not yielded greater results

in terms of the progress we all hoped for towards a peace settlement
§ I share this sense of disappointment persomlly, but we are now offered
' a fresh opportunity, and past disappointments should not keep us from test-

ing it. The experience of the past year leaves me convinced that the
f positions of the two sides on an interim agreement leave room for recon-
ciliation and that an agreement is not out of the question.
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Kir. President,

The purpose of this oral message is not to press you on this matier.
We have no interest other than to help facilitate an agreement between
Egypt and Israel that meets the concerns of both sides. I realiz: the situa-
| tion is more complicated today than last October but I beiicve that a
Il diplomatic option nevertheless is available, We are prepared to scek to
get talks underway, with Mr. Sisco as go-between at a ume and place
| agrecable to you, If you would care, we would be pleased to have your
i[ views on the matter and particulary any thoughts you might have or the
| f time, place and level of negotiations which we are prepared to discuss with
| Israel. I am personally satisfied that it is desirable to pursue this effort,
| but T would understand if you feel you want to take some time to reflect
i | on these questions or to delay any response until a later time.
|
|

I am aware, Mr. President, of your concern that any interim agreement
must not be considered an end in itself but rather the first step toward
a final peace settlement in accordance with Security Council resolution 242.
'Ihshasalsobeourooncepuon&omtheverybepnnmg You have
also indicated in your statements recently that Egypt looks to Ambassador
Jairing as the principal focal point for further peace settlement efforts, If
Ambassador Jarring can find some way to move ahead constructively with
the parties on an overall peace agreement the United States would welcome

it. Such talks as well as any U.S. may conduct relating to an interim agree-
ment, could be mutually reinforcing.




If you believe it would be helpful nothing need be said for time being
that the question of proximity talks has been broached to your Govem-
ment, so that you may have a.mple opportlm.ll:y to oonmder th.e mattaer
without feeling under any deadline. We can understand if you should
.mm&mfunherthequesuonofpmmntymlkswthUS cut of
ﬂ:zpubhcspoﬁkghtbeforereadmgadeamnandwouldbeghdtocon-
mdwanyoﬁerchmnelormemsymmlghtmggut

Finally Mr. President, I do not want the occasion to pass without
expressing to you my warm personal regards. I look both with pleasure
and appreciation upon the cordiality w1th which I was received by you
personally and your advisers.




