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QuUOTE

<§§ | =DECEMBER 31, 1973
2} wpEAR MR. SECRETARY OF STATE:.

" YOUR MESSAGE DATED DECEMBER 29, 1973 CONCERNING

THE SO0-CALLED POSSIBLE IQuIiZil SC i il
WAS RECEIVED BY HE WITH SURFRISE AiD DISHAY.

iﬁ wTHE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS MESSAGE HAS NO

AN FounpaTION UHATSCIVER. 1 KAVE RELAYED 1T TO PRESIDENT
ASSAD VMO CONFIRMED TO ME THAT THESE REPORTS ARE

ﬂ ERROUEGUS.

! =AS FOR MY D1sMaY, IT YAS DUE TOQ THE FACT THAT THESE
lﬂ'[ RUMOURS OR SPECULATICQHS WERE MOST PROBABLY PLALTED AND
=, FABRICATED BY SOURCES WO HAVE A SPECIAL INTEREST 1IN

DAMAGING THE VARIOUS EFFORTS EXERTED T0 REACH A DIS=
l ENGAGEHLENT OF FORCES ON THE SYRIAN AND EGYPTIAMN FRONTS

45 A PRELUDE TO A FINAL PEACEFUL ARD JUST SETTLEMENT.

D =1T IS ALVAYS POSSISLE THAT THE 16RAEL1 GOVERNMENT
=, 1S, IN ITS PRESENT PREDICANERT, PLAREING TO INITIATEZ
MILITARY OPERATIONS CN THE SYRIAN FROHT .OR ACGAILST
EGYPT1AN FURCES AND TO PLACE THE BLAME FOR THAT ON THE
{ SYRIAH SIDE, :
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"ON THE OTHER HAND, SOLID INFORMATION HAS REACHED
HE THAT ZEID EL RIFAI, THE PRINE MIHISTER OF JORDAN,
I a PLANNED CAMPAIGH TO DISTCRT FACTS UHILE HE YaS
LATELY VISILIING SAUDI ARABIA AND OVHER COULNTRIZS, WAS
VOLUNTARILY SPAEADING RINMOURS OF SERIOUS TEHSIOH AND
POSSIELE PEHDING WILITARY ACTION FRCM THE PART OF THE
SYRIANS.

"aS I TOLD YOU, THE SO-CALLED RUMOURS AROUT A
FﬂsgéBLE MILITARY ACTION INITIATED BY THE SYRIANS ARE
ALSE. '

"HOT OHLY THAT, BUT, FOR YOUR IHFORMATION, PRESIDENT
ASSAD DISPATCHED TO CAlRO, URPOH MY REQUZST, TWO OFFICERS
TO DISCUSS WITH US PLANS FOR A DISENGAGEMEHT BETWEEN THE
SYRIAN AND ISRAELI FORCES, THIS UAS DOUEZ AS A CONTIVUA-
TION TO THE FREPARATORY GROUND WHICH FOREISH HNINISTER
FAMMI LAID OUT In HIS TALKS WITH YOU BEFORE LEaVIiG
GEWEVA. IN A FEY DAXS,. . WHEH THE TALKS ARE COMPLETED

AIID THE ISRAELI ELECIIONS ARE OVER, FOREIGH UINISTER. « ;T

FARME WILL GET IN CONTACT WITH YOU TO AGRZE OH TME

m;:_ni:gnﬁac;;aﬂzn T0 IgErfgngﬁ“m” oF EY‘&I? r:ahj%_;;g_
JTARY CONMITTEE ENTRUSTED WITH THE, TASK OF THE DTS-

“ENGAGEWEST CF FOCES, = e e

e

"IN THIS CONMECTION I TAKE WOTE WITH APPRECIATION
OF YOUR REAFFIRNATION IN YOUR AFORE-MEHTIOHED MESSAGE
OF YOUR CCUMITHENT TO WORK OUT A SERIOUS DISENGAGEMENT
FRRANGEMENT BETUWEEN SYRIA AND ISRAEL nS WELL. THIS 1
MAVE ALREADY COMMUNICATED TO PRESISEINT ASSAD.

"IN COMCLUDING, I AM SURE THAT YOUR ALERTHESS
AND CONCERYN Ol aNY SERIOUS DEVELOPMENTS 1M THIS AREA
CHOULD BE DIRSCTED AND MAINLY CONCSNTRATED ON THE
ISRAELT INTENTICHS. MILITARY OR CTHER, SO THAT THE
PLEDGES OF PRESINZHTY NIXON AMD YOUR COMMITMENTS COULD
BE HOHOURED TO EIABLE US TO BUILD-GUR RELATIOES ON
COWFJDELCE BASED ON TANGISLE DEEDS.

" SINCERELY

"MOHAMED ANWAR EL SADAT™
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