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{E} . 1 WAS CALLED TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AT
2 1400 LOCAL TODAY BY 04aR SIRRI TO RECZIVE A LEITER TO THE

SECRETARY FROM THT FOREICN MIMISTER, SIRRI TOLD ME

THAT THIS LETTER WAS IN EFFECT A REPLY TO PRESIDENT
NIX04'S LETTER OF DECEMBER 28 TO PRESIDENT SADAT AND ALSC
THE SECRETARY'S LZTTZE TO PRESIDENT 5aDAT, BUT HE LEFT
OPEN THE POSSIBILITY THAT PRESIDENT SADAT MIGHT ALSO
REPLY DIRECTLY ABOUT 4Ny MNEW DEVELOPMEIT REGARDING THE
BASIC ISSUE RAISED IN PRESIDENT NIXOA'S LETTER.

2. SIRRI MADE A SRECIAL.POINT CF TELLING ME THAT THE
GOVERNMENT OF EGYRT WAMTED TO RESPOND QUICKLY TO MESSAGES
FROM THE USG AND IN THIS PARTICULAR CASE PRESIDENT
NIXON®S LETTER AND THEZ SECRETARY'S LETTER WERE BOTH SEEN
BY PRESIDZ ST SADAT ON DEC 29 atlD THE RESPONSE WHICH
WE ARE TRAMSMITTING AT THIS TIME %AS PREPARED O THZ
SAME DATE ALTHOUGH IT 15 DATED DEC 38, 15973, SIBRI
Sa1h THAT HE “ADE THE TRIP FRO™ aSwad TO CAIRO FOR THE
SOLE PURPOSE OF DELIVERING THE RESPONSE TO ME AND HE
WOULD BE RETURNING TO ASWAN TOMORROW MORNING, HE DID

\ NOT KkHOw HOw MJCH LONGER HE aNMD THE FOREIGN MINISTER

.« WOULD B IN aSwaN,.

3, THE FOREIGH MINISTER'S LETTER TO THE SECRETARY OF
STATE FOLLOWS:

QUOTE
"DEAR MR. SECRETARY OF STATE, *~°

"THIS 1S TO IXFGRM YOU THAT PRESIDENT SADAT HAS
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RECEIVED PRESIDZNT i1XON'S MESSaGE OF DEC 28, 19273,

THIS MESSAGE REFERRED, INTER ALIA, TO YOUR REPORTING TO
THE PRESIDENT RECARDING YOUR TeLXS WITH MY PRESIDENT AND,
IN PARTICULAR, TO THE PRINCIPLE3S YOU HAVE AGREED UroON
CONCERNING THe DISENGATZMENT PROBLEM.

“PRESIDENT HIXOY, FURTHERMORE, XEFERRED 10 THE
CEASE-FINE AND THE SIX POL4T AGREEMENT. AS YOU KNDw,

THE CEASEFIRE IS STILL FRAGILE AND WHILE VI HAVE CARRIED
OUT ALL THaT YAS REQUIREID FROM US UMDER THE SIX POINT
AGREEMENT, THE 1SRAZLIS, 0d THE OTHER HAND AND UP TO
THIS VERY MINUTE, HAVE NOT IMPLEMENTED IN GOOD FAITH
THEIR ODLIGATION S0 FAR AS ITEM 2 OF THIS AGREEMERT I3
CONCZRWED, MOREOVER, THEY ARE COMPLICATING THZ SITUATION
OF THE TOWN OF SUEZ, WHICH 15 SUPPOSED TO B AN OPEMN
ToyN, REFUSING TO SUPPLY EGYPTIAY POSITIONS OF THE THIRD
ARMY AT KABRIT O THE EASTERN BaMX OF THE cANAL WHILE
STILL MCLDING 57 EGYPTIAH PRISONSRS OF WAR.

"IN SPITE OF THAT, EGYPT WENT TO THE PEACE CONFERENCE .
IN THE HOPZ THAT A SERIOUS STEP BE TAKEN TOWARDS

A DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT_WHICH, AFTER A LONG AND PRO-
TRACTED DELAY, WE EXPECT 10 BE CONCLUDED SOON AS
PRESIDENT NIXON REPSATEDLY PROMISED AWD GUARANTEED,

"AFTER REPORTING TO PRESIDENT SADAT ON OUR TALKS

IN GENEVA AND O3 THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE, HE
RECEIVED PRESIDENT NIXON'S MESSAGE WHICH HE CeREFULLY

EXAMINED. HE TOOR MCTEZ NITH APPRECIATION OF PRESIDENT

NIXON'S REFERENCE TO THE IMPROVEMENT IN OUR BILATERAL

RELATIONS AND TO H1S a¥D PRESIDENT SADAT'S EFFORTS TO

BUILU A HEW BASIS FOR THZ COMMON GOOD AHD WELFARE aND

BENEFIT CF THE AREA WMERE 4E LIVE.

“ PRESIDENT SADAT FULLY RECIPROCATES PRESIDENT NIXON'S
DESIRE TO SET UP THIS NEW RELATIONSHIP ON FRAMKNESS AND
DIRECTNESS. HZI ASKED ME TO CONVEY TO YOU, AND THMROUGH
YOU TO PRESIDENT MIXo#, THAT HE TOOK SPECIAL NOTICE oF
PRESIDINT NIX0N'S PERSONAL PLEDGE TO DO EVERYTHING IN
MIS POYER TO ENSURE THAT HIS SECOMWD--TERM AS PHESIDENT
WILL 8E REMEM3EZRED AS THME PZRIOD ¥ WHICH THE UNITED
STATES DEVELGPED A WEW afiD. PRODUCTIVE “RELATIONSHIP WITH
EGYPT adD THE ARAB WCRLD.
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X "aS TO PRESIDENT NIXON'S REFERENCE TO THE DECEMBER

25 DECISIOHN OF THE ARAB OIL MINISTERS IN KUWAIT, PRESIDENT
SADAT AUTHORIZED ME TO SAY THAT TH1S DECISION WAS NOT
MEANT, IN ANY WwAY WHATSOEVER, TO BE DISCRIMINATORY IN
RELATION TO THE U.S. PPEZIDENT SADAT'S FEELING

1S THAT THE ARAB oIL WIMISTERS, WHILE HAVING IW MIND THE
DIRECT AllD IMNEDIATE IMPACT OF THE EMBRARGO OV THE EURCPEAN
COUNTRIES, WERE UNDER THE INPRESSION THAT THE

UNITED STATES, BECAUSE OF 1ITS RESOURCES wAS NOT THAT BADLY
AFFECTED. . :

“HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THE APPARENT DIFFICULT SITUATION
WHICH PRESIDENT NIX0d IS FACING 1N THE LIGHT OF THE

DEC 25 DECISION, PRESIDENT SADAT WILL MAKE IMMEDLATE

AND APPROPRIATE cONTACTS WITH KING FAISAL WwHO RECEIVED
FROM PRESIDENT NIXON A SIMILAR MESSAGE ON THE SAME SUBJECT
AND ALSO WITH PRESIDENT BOUMEDIEN.

“yN THIS CONNECTION IT 1S GERMANE TO INDICATE THAT

A DURING YOUR TALXS WiTH PRESLDENT SADAT 1T BECANE APPARENT

1 THAT an EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO EASE THE ENX3ARGC EVEN SO

FAR AS THE US IS CONCERNED, ONCE THE DISENGAGENENT AGREEMENT
'1S SIGNED. AS PROMISED PRESTDENT SADAT WILL DO HI BesT 10
SEE-TO IT THAT THIS wILL BE BROUGHT aBOUT.

“iN CONCLUDING, I HOPE THAT YOU FOR YOUR PART wILL
BE ABLE T0O GUARANTEZ THAT DEFENCE MINISTER DAYAN AND

IMPLEMENT FORTHWITH THE AGREEMEST OH DISENGAGEMENT WHICH

{ﬁ) HIS GOVERMMENT wWILL gE IN A POSITION TO ACCEPT AND

f "1 yILL CERTAILNLY KEEP YOU INFCRMED OF ANY NEU
DEVELOPHMENT REGARDING THE BASIC ISSUE WHICH PRESIDENT

*\ NIXON RAISED 1) HIS MESSAGE OF DEC 28 TO PRESIDENT SADAT.
A
(ﬂ; “yITH WARM PERSONAL REGARDS
K§D “IsMalL FAHNMI®
| UNQUOTE :
SMITH
oepAnEE
Ciatsl

WAS DISCUSSED AND APPROVED DURING YOUR TALKS WITH MY PRESIDENT.
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